June 22, 2016

Vermont Public Service Board

I 12 State Street

Montpelier, VT 05620 -2701
Re: Temporary Sound-Level Standard
Dear Public Service Board Members,
The purpose of my letter is to offer input on implementing temporary sound-level standards for industrial wind energy projects in Vermont.

I first became aware of this issue when a new industrial wind installation was proposed within approximately two miles of my home in Fairfield. As I learned more about the proposed project, I also became aware of the impacts of existing projects on friends that live on Georgia Mountain.  I was initially somewhat skeptical regarding the impact of turbine noise, but after visiting the McLane’s residence on Georgia Mountain and hearing the noise for myself, I became an advocate for stronger standards.  No one should have to live with the volume, intensity, unpredictability, and patterns of noise created by industrial wind turbines that are placed too near residences to allow the noise to properly attenuate. 

We must not, nor do we in any way need to sacrifice the well being of fellow Vermonters to meet our state’s energy goals. This is a flimsy excuse for failure to protect the public welfare. We can and must do better. It is time for the Public Service Board to take action to protect all Vermonters from sound levels created by industrial wind turbines that interrupt sleep, limit the recreational use of property, and create other adverse health affects including anxiety. 

Based on my own review of existing literature in combination with my experience on Georgia Mountain, I believe Vermont should adopt the protective standard of noise levels with wind turbines in operation of no greater than 35 dB averaged over ten minutes. Averaging over ten minutes is important because it prevents the types of spikes in noise that become permissible if the noise standard adopted by the PSB permits averaging over an hour. Averaging over ten minutes is the standard in many other countries including Ireland, Australia, and Denmark, all of which have many more years of experience with industrial wind technology than Vermont. 
While adopting this standard will not solve all the problems associated with industrial wind development in Vermont, it will go a long way toward reassuring Vermonters that their interests are being protected and that they will not have to leave the state or otherwise disrupt their lives due to energy policies that take away their rights to the peaceful enjoyment of their properties. 

Thank you for taking this recommendation into consideration.

Sincerely yours,

Shanna Ratner

1694 Barry Road

Fairfield, Vermont 05455
gonuts.ratner2@gmail.com
