July 6, 2016


Members of the Public Service Board,
This is all so extremely frustrating. 

Neighboring residents who have been negatively impacted by Industrial Wind Power Plants have Testified and reached out to State Authorities as well as Project Owners for years to no avail! Now is the time to listen to the legislature and Vermonters who have suffered and put in standards to protect Vermonters from the harm of Industrial Wind.
We were told to place complaints with the Project Owners and the Public Service Board. The Projects Operators responded with:
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Mr. and Mrs. Therrien,

 

We received your sound complaint from this weekend.

After review, the facility was found not to be having any unusual conditions.

Please reference the previously e-mailed Sound Protocol if you have any questions.   

 

Best Regards,
 
Bruce S. Chapman
Regional Operations Manager – East

 

FIRST WIND ENERGY, LLC
129 Middle Street, 3rd Floor

Portland, ME 04101

office 207.228.6878
inter-company phone 226878

mobile 207.554.0994
fax 207.221.1605
bchapman@firstwind.com
www.firstwind.com
From the Office of the PSB we would get variations of “we are sorry for your situation” In fact that is all we received from any and all State Agencies, as well as Elected Officials.
Then we were told we have been filing complaints with the State wrong and that now we need our treating Doctor to call in the complaint, we did that. Our Doctor was told that he didn’t need to do this and they were working on a new way for filing complaints. Residents are reaching out with Noise and Health complaints that are being totally ignored. 

So, is it any wonder few have been actively complaining? We are ignored at every turn, so what is the point in lodging complaints?
If you check the Canadian study you will see the extended radius of residents in the study includes dwellings well outside the zone where people have been placing complaints here in Vermont. Smart on the Wind Industry’s part because this waters down the results. A dwelling two miles out from a project will not experience the same sound levels as a dwelling at one mile. Or one at one mile will not be the same as one at half a mile, this is common sense. Location and Topography also play a key role in whether a dwelling will be heavily impacted. Our home was located basically at the bottom of a bowl of the curved ridgeline with all the sound being funneled down to our home. 
This whole process adds insult to injury. We know what we have suffered, we have lived through this nightmare, and we have abandoned our home of 18 years to find safe refuge where we really do not want to be. We miss our ‘home’, so much more than just a house. Including friends, neighbors, community, future plans as well as memories many with the intent of never leaving this piece of land we had poured their hearts and souls into. Now we cannot bring ourselves to go there to even collect the rest of our belongings. Our property has not sold, who would want it? We are devastated.
Processes like these are difficult for both sides who are trying to protect their investments. 

On one side you have people who have invested into a ‘project’. 
Many from out of State who have scouted out an area (if you have been paying attention they are usually cash strapped areas) They have planned and invested time & money, all with the intent of creating more money, much of it from Government Subsidies. 

These companies have a lot of money backing them up with all the Lawyers they will ever need and the ability to come into a town making huge promises and cash that will benefit the whole town.

If they fail in one town they simply pack up their bag of tricks and move onto the next unsuspecting town, no real skin off their backs. They are not going to lose everything they have invested in.
On the other side you have people who have not only invested in a ‘Home’, it is their past present, present and future; memories & plans.  A major investment they cannot afford to simply walk away from.  People who do not have the disposable income to pay for Lawyers to fight the big Corporatons.
This can really be viewed from the stand point of “who has the most to gain”, vs. “who has the most to lose.” If the Industry would respect towns when they are told, “NO, we do not want you in our town” then they have nothing to lose. At this point they do not need to go any further, but they do. Then they try to make the sought after host town they have been courting feel guilty about the money they have spent trying to further their unwanted project. How is any of that the towns fault?
The ones who have everything to lose are the ones who have lived loved and invested time and money into the area. They stand to lose it all.
Thank you for your time.

Luann Therrien

380 Salem View Heights
Newport, Vermont 05855

Phone: (802) 673-9089

Email: lmttherrien@gmail.com
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