
    1.    The suggestion to review the tariff in a new docket was made in order to assure that the tariff filing
would be reviewed, as are other tariffs, pursuant to the appropriate statutes and procedures.  Thus, the
tariff was suspended and made the subject matter of Docket 6335.  For purposes of hearings and the
development of an evidentiary record, Docket 6335 will be consolidated with Docket 5934.
    2.  See Docket 5934 Order of 7/21/97 (BED and VPPSA); and Order of 12/30/99 (CVPS).
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PREHEARING CONFERENCE MEMORANDUM

I convened a prehearing conference in this Docket on January 27, 2000, in order to

address preliminary procedural issues and to set a schedule for this investigation.  The following

persons were present:  Aaron Adler, Esq., for the Vermont Department of Public Service

("DPS"); John Marshall, Esq., for Vermont Gas Systems, Inc. ("VGS"); Trevor Lewis, Esq., for

Vermont Public Power Supply Authority ("VPPSA"); Morris Silver, Esq., for Central Vermont

Public Service Corporation ("CVPS"); and William Ellis, Esq., for the City of Burlington Electric

Department ("BED").

The filing by VGS of a proposed firm transportation service tariff, the subject matter of

this Docket, was prompted by certain conclusions reached by the Parties and the former Hearing

Officer (George Young) in Docket 5934.  Mr. Young suggested to Parties in Docket 5934 that

such a tariff could serve to mitigate the market power issues that had been raised in that Docket.1 

Thus, VGS's tariff filing in this case is a response to a procedural Order in Docket No. 5934.

During the prehearing conference, and after discussions amongst those present, participants

reached agreement on the intervention of BED, VPPSA and CVPS, and on a schedule for this

investigation.

The Department and VGS agreed that BED, VPPSA and CVPS could intervene here on the

same basis as they had intervened in Docket 5934.  I hereby incorporate the rulings on their

intervention from Docket 5934.2  I will keep open the opportunity for others to file a motion to
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    3.  See Schedule below.  VGS and the Clerk of the Board will prepare the appropriate customer notice for
the Public Hearing.
    4.  The 3/15 intervention deadline and 3/24 response date was not discussed at the prehearing conference
and has been added here.

intervene in this Docket until the end of the business day March 15, 2000, one day after the scheduled

Public Hearing on this filing.3

The following schedule was agreed to by the Parties.  I adopt it and anticipate that it will be

appropriate.

2/7/2000 First Round of Discovery

2/18 Responses

3/3 Second Round of Discovery

3/13 Responses

3/14 Public Hearing

3/15           Intervention Deadline4

3/24           Responses to Motions to Intervene

3/31 Testimony Filed

4/14 Discovery

4/28 Responses

5/15 Rebuttal Testimony

5/16-25 Rolling Discovery (7-Day Response Time)

6/15-16, 21-23 Hearings
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SO ORDERED.

DATED at Montpelier, Vermont, this 9th day of February, 2000.

s/David F. Farnsworth             
David Farnsworth, Esq. 
Hearing Officer 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK

FILED: February 9, 2000

ATTEST: s/Susan M. Hudson        
Clerk of the Board

Notice to Readers:  This decision is subject to revision of technical errors.  Readers are requested to notify the Clerk
of the Board of any technical errors, in order that any necessary corrections may be made.

  


