
    1.  Filed notices of appearance and requests for party status were made by the following:  Kerrick L.
Johnson for Associated Industries of Vermont; William F. Ellis, Esq., for City of Burlington Electric
Department; Mark Sinclair, Esq., and David Marshall, Esq., for the Conservation Law Foundation; Brian
Lederer, Esq., for the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers Local No. 300; Leonard H. Singer,
Esq., for International Business Machines, Inc.; Michael J. Daley for the New England Coalition on Nuclear
Pollution, Inc.; Edward V. Schwiebert, Esq., for Vermont Marble Power Division of OMYA, Inc.; John L.
Warshow for the Vermont Independent Power Producers Association; Ben Davis for the Vermont Public
Interest Research Group; John J. McCullough III, Esq., for Vermont Low Income Advocacy Council, Inc.;
Michael L. Burak, Esq., for Vermont Electric Cooperative, Inc.; Thomas N. Wies, Esq., for Vermont
Electric Power Company, Inc.; and M. Jerome Diamond, Esq., for Washington Electric Cooperative, Inc.

Requests for intervention without an accompanying formal notice of appearance were made by the
following: Utility.Com, Inc.; Vermont League of Cities and Towns ("limited intervention" on specific
issues);Vermont Chamber of Commerce; and Vermont Electricity Consumers Coalition.  

The Lake Champlain Regional Chamber of Commerce filed a request for interested person status. 
The "fourteen municipals" also filed a request for interested person status, however, they further  requested
opportunity to participate in the informal workshops.  The fourteen municipals include Barton Village, Inc.
Electric Department, Village of Enosburg Falls Electric Light Department, Town of Hardwick Electric
Department, Village of Hyde Park Electric Department, Village of Jacksonville Electric Company, 
Village of Johnson Water & Light Department, Village of Ludlow Electric Light Department, Village of
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PREHEARING CONFERENCE MEMORANDUM

On January 31, 2000, the Board held a prehearing conference in this investigation. 

Appearing for the Vermont Department of Public Service was James Volz, Esq.  Appearing for

the petitioners were:   Michael Lipson, Esq., Carol Obuchowski, and Jeffrey Trout, Esq., for

Green Mountain Power Corporation ("GMP"); Joseph M. Kraus, Esq., for Central Vermont

Public Service Corporation ("CVPS"); and Morris L. Silver, Esq., for both GMP and CVPS. 

Other formal notices of appearance and requests for intervention were provided by many

others.1
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    1.  (...continued)
Lyndonville Electric Department, Village of Morrisville Water & Light Department, Village of Northfield
Electric Department, Village of Orleans Electric Department, Town of Readsboro Electric Department,
Town of Stowe Electric Department and Swanton Village, Inc. Electric Department.
    2.  Specifically, requests came from David Marshall, Esq., of the Conservation Law Foundation, Brian
Lederer, Esq., of the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers Local No. 300, and Leonard H.
Singer, Esq., of International Business Machines, Inc.

At the prehearing conference we granted a request by CVPS and GMP to extend the

deadline for filing motions to intervene in this proceeding.  We are persuaded that the

additional time will facilitate the opportunity for participation of key stakeholders in a

potential retail choice environment.  The new deadline for filing motions to intervene is

February 9, 2000.  Objections to any requests for intervention must be filed on or before

February 16, 2000.

Several attorneys requested permission for representation by counsel admitted to

practice in another state pursuant to Board Rule 2.201(C).2  Objections to these requests are

also due on or before February 16, 2000.  Pursuant to Board Rule 2.201(B), persons requesting

pro se participation and representation shall file a request with this Board and shall meet the

criteria for participation contained therein.

At the prehearing conference the Board also requested comments from the parties on

the scope, term, and structure of the informal phase of this investigation.  These comments are

due on or before February 9, 2000.  We do not intend to limit the scope of these filings. 

Nevertheless, at the prehearing conference we identified interest in the following issues for

comment: 

(1)   scope of issues to be addressed in this proceeding;

(2)   schedule or term for the informal portion of this proceeding;

(3)   structure or organizational issues associated with working groups or other

        organizational devices used;

(4)   application of  issues identified above to any working groups;

(5)   need or appropriateness of position papers during the collaborative;
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(6)   role of the Board staff in facilitating the events during the informal phase

        of this investigation.

We are also seeking comments or approaches for using technology and network

capabilities to promote a better understanding of the issues and alternatives, as well as the

respective positions of the parties, to facilitate communications and collaboration among those

involved in the informal phase of this proceeding, and to promote greater access to events and

progress in the investigation by those unable to attend or participate in the informal phase of

this investigation. 

The Board will rule on any outstanding motions and convene a workshop to discuss the

filings we receive as of February 9, 2000.  Thereafter, the Board will issue a procedural order

outlining the scope, structure, and term of the informal phase of this investigation.

SO ORDERED.

DATED at Montpelier, Vermont, this 3rd day of February, 2000.

s/Michael H. Dworkin        )
    ) PUBLIC SERVICE

    )
s/Suzanne D. Rude       ) BOARD

    )
    ) OF VERMONT

s/David C. Coen                )

OFFICE OF THE CLERK

Filed: February 3, 2000
 
Attest:  s/Susan M. Hudson 

Clerk of the Board

NOTICE TO READERS:  This decision is subject to revision of technical errors.  Readers are requested to
notify the Clerk of the Board of any technical errors, in order that any necessary corrections may be made.


