STATE OF VERMONT
PUBLIC SERVICE BOARD

Docket No. 6300

Investigation into General Order No. 45 Notice )
filed by Vermont Yankee Nuclear Power )
Corporation re: proposed sale of Vermont )
Yankee Nuclear Power Station and related )
transactions )

Order entered: 7/10/2000

ORDER RE MOTIONS TO RELEASE CONFIDENTIAL FILING OF SUZANNE RUDE

On June 21, 2000, Board Member Suzanne Rude submitted a document to the Vermont
Department of Public Service ("Department”) with a request that it be treated as confidential
information and distributed to the other parties in this Docket and Dockets 5983, 6107 and
6270, pursuant to Confidentiality Agreements in those dockets. The Department filed a copy
with the Public Service Board ("Board") and, on June 26, 2000, distributed copies to parties that
had signed the applicable Confidentiality Agreements. !

The Associated Press and The Times Argus filed requests (on June 27 and June 28,
2000, respectively) asking the Board to lift the confidential seal and make the document public.
In a separate letter, Board Member Rude argued that the confidential filing should remain
sealed because it related to personnel matters and "that the broad statement itself without
context could only lead to inaccurate speculation." The Board conducted an expedited hearing

on June 30, 2000, to hear arguments on the Motions from The Associated Press and The Times

1. A Confidentiality Agreement does not now exist in Docket 6270, so the Department did not distribute
the letter in that proceeding.
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Argus.2 At the hearing, ten parties argued that the document should be released. Three other
parties took no position. No party argued against release of the document.

After consideration of the arguments, the legal standard, and the public's right to be
informed on matters of public interest, we conclude that the confidential document should be
released. A copy is attached to this Order.

In addition, Board Member Rude has submitted a supplemental statement further
explaining the assertions contained in the original June 21 filing. This statement also is
attached.

SO ORDERED.

DATED at Montpelier, Vermont, this 10" day of July, 2000.

s/Michael H. Dworkin )
)  PUBLIC SERVICE
)
) BOARD
)
) OF VERMONT
s/David C. Coen )

OFFICE OF THE CILERK
FILED: July 10, 2000

ATTEST: s/Susan M. Hudson
Clerk of the Board

NOTICE TO READERS: This decision is subject to revision of technical errors. Readers are requested to notify the
Clerk of the Board (by e-mail, telephone, or mail) of any technical errors, in order that any necessary corrections may be
made. (E-mail address: Clerk@psb.state.vt.us)

2. Following a request from The Times Argus, Board Member Rude recused herself from consideration
of the Motions.



