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STATE OF VERMONT 
PUBLIC SERVICE BOARD 

PSB Docket No. ______ 

Petition of Vermont Electric Cooperative, ) 
Inc. (VEC) pursuant to 30 V.S.A. § 248 for a ) 
Certificate of Public Good authorizing VEC to: ) 
(1) decommission VEC’s existing Madonna   ) 
Substation #15 (“Madonna Substation”) located ) 
at the entrance of the Smuggler’s Notch Resort; ) 
(2) construct a new substation near the Smuggler’s  ) 
Notch Operation Center off of Desjardins Road; ) 
and (3) install a new transmission line (34.5 kV) in ) 
an existing VEC right-of-way to connect the new ) 
substation to the VEC distribution system  ) 

 
 

PETITION 
 
 

 Vermont Electric Cooperative, Inc. (VEC), by its undersigned counsel, hereby submits 

this Petition to the Public Service Board of the State of Vermont (Board) for a Certificate of 

Public Good (CPG) under and pursuant to 30 V.S.A. § 248, as follows: 

1. VEC is a company as defined in 30 V.S.A. § 201 and holds a CPG issued under 30 V.S.A. 

§ 231. 

2. VEC’s offices are located at 42 Wescom Road, Johnson, Vermont. 

3. VEC presently owns and operates a 34.5 kV to 12.47 kV distribution substation located off 

of Route 108 and Mountain View Drive in the Town of Cambridge, Vermont (“Existing 

Substation”).  This substation normally services approximately 1048 VEC members in 

Cambridge and was constructed in 1972. 

4. The Existing Substation suffers from inadequate working clearances within the substation.  

Specifically, the clearances within the Existing Substation just meet the minimum National 

Electric Safety Code for above the ground clearances to energize parts.  In winter months, 
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the clearances have been exceeded with the heavy snow on the ground of the substation 

yard, creating a safety concern for crews working inside.   

5. The Existing Substation also falls within the flood plain of the Brewster River.  VEC 

mitigated high water of the Brewster River during tropical storm Irene and believes that it 

should relocate the Existing Substation to a more secure site with a larger available lot size.  

6. To resolve these problems, VEC proposes to:   

—remove the Existing Substation, including the fence.  VEC will need to leave the existing 
vault, and the riser pole that currently exists outside the fence; 

—build a new substation in a new location out of the flood plain with a base rating of 7,500 
kVA with fans off, and 9,375 kVA with stage 1 fans on, and 10,500 kVA with all fans on 
(“New Substation”); 

—install an adequate secondary oil containment system, new ground grid system, adequate 
work lighting, and substation monitoring at the New Substation; 

—improve the existing access road; 

—install a 34.5 kV transmission in VEC’s existing right-of-way that currently contains a 
VEC distribution line to connect the existing 34.5 kV line to the New Substation; 

—install the existing distribution line on the new poles; and 

—install approximately 155 feet of overhead 34.5 kV transmission line over Route 108. 

 
We refer to these upgrades together as the “Project.” 

7. VEC hopes to have the new facility in service by November 2014. 

8. The estimated total Project cost is $1,800,000. 

9. The proposed Project meets the criteria established by 30 V.S.A. § 248, including the 

environmental criteria incorporated from Title 10 of Vermont Statutes Annotated pursuant 

to 30 V.S.A. § 248(b)(5), and hence warrants that the Board make the findings requisite to 

the issuance of a Certificate of Public Good. 
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10. VEC identified the adjoining landowners by using the certified grand list as it existed no 

more than sixty days prior to the date on which notice was provided and has attached that 

list to this Petition.  The grand list was certified on April 2013. 

11. In support of this Petition, VEC submits prefiled testimony and exhibits sponsored by the 

following witnesses:   

 Witnesses     Subject 

 Kris Smith      Describes the Project and explains the 
Project’s compliance with the 30 V.S.A. § 
248 criteria, other than environmental 
criteria.  Mr. Smith does address use of 
natural resources and greenhouse gas 
impacts. 

 
 Adam Crary     Describes the Project’s compliance with the 

environmental criteria in 30 V.S.A. § 248 
and addresses VEC’s proposed 
decommissioning and site remediation plan 
for the Existing Substation. 

 
 WHEREFORE, VEC respectfully requests this Board to: 

A. Hold a prehearing conference as expeditiously as possible to establish a schedule for 

testimony and hearings. 

B. Hold hearings as the Board determines are necessary. 

C. Find that the Project as described in this Petition and the prefiled testimony, will 

promote the general good of the State of Vermont and issue a Certificate of Public 

Good to that effect.  

D. Take such other and further action as the Board deems necessary to resolve this 

Petition. 

  Dated at Montpelier, Vermont, this 26th day of November, 2013. 
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      VERMONT ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. 
 
 
      By: ______________________________ 
       Joslyn Wilschek, Esq. 
       Primmer Piper Eggleston & Cramer PC 
       Montpelier, VT   05601-1309 
       (802) 223-2102 
       jwilschek@primmer.com 
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