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STATE OF VERMONT 

PUBLIC SERVICE BOARD 

Petition of the Town of Hardwick Electric  ) 
Department pursuant to 30 V.S.A. § 248(j) for a  ) 
Certificate of Public Good authorizing the  ) Docket No.  ____ 
replacement of the transformer at its substation ) 
located in Wolcott, Vermont  ) 
 

 
PETITION FOR CERTIFICATE OF PUBLIC GOOD 

PURSUANT TO 30 V.S.A. § 248(j) 
 
 
 By this Petition, the Town of Hardwick Electric Department (“HED” or “Petitioner”) 

represents as follows: 

1. HED is a company as defined in 30 V.S.A. § 201 and as such is subject to the Vermont 

Public Service Board’s (“Board”) jurisdiction pursuant to 30 V.S.A. §§ 203 and 248. 

HED is also a duly organized municipal electric utility under 24 V.S.A. App. § 123-904 

and 30 V.S.A. Chapter 79. 

2. HED’s offices are located at 123 North Main St., Hardwick, Vermont. 

3. HED owns and operates an electric system serving approximately 4,300 customers in 

eleven towns in the Lamoille County region. 

4. HED owns and operates a 34.5 kV substation located in Wolcott, Vermont (the “Wolcott 

Substation”). The substation serves about 40% of HED’s 4,467 customers in the towns of 

Craftsbury, Wolcott, North Wolcott, Elmore, and parts of Greensboro and Hardwick.  

The substation provides back-up service to HED’s Hardwick Substation – but this is 

limited due to the capacity of the existing transformer.  The substation also is the gateway 

to tie HED’s Wolcott Hydro generating station into its power system.  The Wolcott 
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Substation currently has a 1955 vintage, 3.75 MVA, PCB-contaminated transformer. This 

unit is at the far end of its useful life and heading into a period with a significantly higher 

risk of failure. 

5. HED proposes to replace the existing transformer at the Wolcott Substation with a new 

transformer that has a base rating of 5 MVA (the “Project”). In addition, HED will install 

a new transformer foundation with integrated oil containment. The new foundation and 

oil containment will meet EPA’s utility SPCC (spill prevention, control and 

countermeasures plan) standards.    

6. The proposed new transformer would increase reliability in the HED service territory and 

HED anticipates that the increased capacity would encourage and support future 

economic growth. 

7. HED needs the new transformer for the following reasons.  First, the existing transformer 

is at the end of its useful life and has an increasing risk of failure. It needs to be replaced 

with a newer, more reliable transformer. 

8. Second, a larger capacity transformer would provide additional benefits to HED’s system 

by allowing HED to back up its Hardwick Substation during maintenance activities and 

post-contingency without long interruptions of service. Moreover, a larger capacity 

transformer would allow for future economic growth in this area and on the HED system. 

9. Finally, the existing transformer is PCB-contaminated. Its removal and replacement with 

a modern transformer will allow HED to eliminate the risk of PSB contamination and 

install appropriate oil containment at the substation. 

10. The estimated total cost of the proposed Project is $205,000.  
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11. The proposed Project will result in an economic benefit to the Petitioner, its ratepayers, 

and the State of Vermont.   

12. The proposed in-service date for the Project is end of 2014/early 2015.  

13. The proposed Project will promote the general good of the State of Vermont.   

14. The Petitioner identified the adjoining landowners by using the certified grand list as it 

existed no more than sixty days prior to the date the petition was filed. The adjoining 

landowners are:  

  GL & HA Bellevance (Tax Map #12-39) 
  PO Box 3 
  Wolcott, VT  05680 
 

S & J Rossi (Tax Map #12-57) 
PO Box 236 
Stowe, VT  05680 
 

  K. Burt & G. Burt (Tax Map #12-47) 
  283 Cabot Plains Road 
  Cabot, VT  05647 

 
15. This Petition is appropriately processed and resolved by the Board under the provisions 

of 30 V.S.A. § 248(j) because the proposal: 

• involves construction of facilities under 30 V.S.A. § 248(a)(2); 

• is of limited size and scope; 

• does not raise a significant issue with respect to the substantive criteria of 

30 V.S.A. § 248; and 

• is such that the public interest will be satisfied by use of the procedures 

delineated in 30 V.S.A. § 248(j). 
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16. In support of this Petition, HED submits the prefiled testimony and exhibits sponsored by 

Michael Sullivan. Mr. Sullivan generally describes the proposed Project, summarizes its 

benefits, and addresses the Section 248 criteria.   

17. The Project meets all of the criteria established by 30 V.S.A. § 248, including the 

environmental criteria incorporated from Title 10 of the Vermont Statutes Annotated 

pursuant to 30 V.S.A. § 248(b)(5), and will promote the general good of the state. 

 

Request for Relief 
 

WHEREFORE, the Petitioner respectfully requests this Board to: 

1. Determine that 30 V.S.A. § 248(j) review is appropriate. 

2. Make findings as required by 30 V.S.A. § 248(j). 

3. Find that the Project will promote the general good of the State of Vermont, and 

authorize the Petitioner to undertake the actions described herein and in the 

attached testimony and exhibits. 

4. Issue a Certificate of Public Good to the Petitioner as required for the Project. 

5. Take such other actions as may be required for the expeditious review of this 

application. 
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 DATED at Montpelier, Vermont this 30th day of September, 2014. 

     TOWN OF HARDWICK ELECTRIC DEPARTMENT 
 
 
 
     By:________________________________ 
          Elijah D. Emerson, Esq. 
      Primmer Piper Eggleston & Cramer PC 
      100 East State Street 
      P.O. Box 1309 
      Montpelier, Vermont 05601 
      (802) 223-2102 
      eemerson@primmer.com 
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